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The TCVA Activities Newsletter
is the official publication of

the Texas Cave Management
Associ ation, a Conservancy of
t he Nat i onal Spel eol ogi ca
Society. Distribution is free
to TCVA nenbers. Associ at e

menber shi p costs $10 annual | y.

Lifetinme nenbership, in equa
$25 installnments, is $100. Send
menbership requests to TCVA,

P. O Box 310732, New Braunfels,

X 78131. Addi ti onal
conpl i ment ary copi es are
distributed on a tenporary
basi s at t he Editor's
di scretion to cave owners, NSS
menber s and i nt er nal
or gani zat i ons, and ot hers
involved in cave conservation
proj ects.

PCSTVASTER Send addr ess
changes to the Editor, Jay
Jor den, 1518 Devon Crcle,
Dal | as, TX 75217-1205.

SUBM SSIONS: Articles and ot her
Activities Newsl| et t er
correspondence should be sent
to the Editor.

Copyri ght 1990 Texas Cave
Managenent Associ ati on except
as not ed. NSS I nt er nal
organi zations nay reprint any
item first appearing in the
Activities Newsletter as |ong
as proper credit is given and a
copy of t he newsl etter
containing the naterial i's

nai led to the Editor.
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FUTURE OF TEXAS CAVING
by Mike Walsh

For the past
been exploring the
Texas. Our visits often have
been more than caving trips.
They make up some of the great
moments in our lives. We are a
family and we attempt to work
together to obtain our goals.
It is with this philosophy that
we request your help.

35 years, we have
caves of

The owner of Whirlpool Cave,
located in south Austin, has
offered to give the cave and
4.25 acres to the Texas Cave
Management Association (TCMA)
when the $1,200 in back taxes
Is paid. This 3,000 (914-meter)
cave is a real cavers' treat.
It has mud, crawls and even
some large rooms. Out-of-town
cavers may camp on this land
while caving in the Austin
area. To get access to the
cave, call Bill Russell, (512)
453-4774, or Doug Allen, (512)
476-9031. Both cave managers
have keys to the gate. EIi
Grimm is the Whirlpool Cave
caretaker. Expect to be in this

cave for 4-6 hours. This cave
will belong to you, the cavers
of Texas.

Why should you support the TQVA
in the fund raising effort? Wy
should you take out your
checkbook and write a check for
$25, $50, or $100? The answer
is that you are really doing it
for yourself. At some point in
your |life, caving has something
very important to you. You care
about caves and the friends you
made while caving. Perhaps
jobs, family or children came
along and you dropped out or
cut down. You can never forget
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that special thrill you got
when people say, *‘You go into
caves? | would never go into

those things.""

You may have |ost contact with
that special rancher who would
let you into his cave, but now
thanks to cavers who care, all
you have to do is give them a

call and you have a place to
show your children what caving
is all about Thanks to people

li ke Randy Waters, Robber Baron
Cave (San Antonio) is open for
your visits. Joanne and David
DeLuna bought Wurzbach Bat Cave
in San Antonio so we can visit
and enjoy it. Along with cave
management and cave ownership
come problems. Taxes, gate
material costs, legal fees,
etc. are all part of the cost
of saving these caves from
vandalism.

To assist in these costs, a
Save the Caves Fund has been
established. Recently, $300 was
given to assist in gating
Wurzbach Bat Cave. Wha about
the active cavers who say, °‘We
don't have to go these caves.
We can find our own."r It is
true that there are many good
caves open here in Texas, but
many of the best are closed.
Deep Cave, Pumpkin, Blowhole,
Indian Creek, MHAP, Big Mother,
Felton, Harrison and others are

closed. Never heard of them?
They are among the best. What
about Langtry Lead, Emerald

Sink, and Langtry Quarry? There
is anew owner and we may not
have access.

The point is that we must act
to protect our interests. May
cave owners are open to turning
access or ownership over to
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cavers. Wth the TCMA, Texas
cavers have the |l egal structure
to own caves. These are
exciting tinmes for Texas
cavers. V¢ will be able to | ook
back to 1990 and say this is
when we acquired our first
cave. How many caves wll be
owned and mnmanaged by  Texas
cavers by the year 2000? Wile
it is not possible to say, it
could be 20, 30 or nore. It
will not happen wi thout caver
support. G ant noney I's
available but it wll t ake
time. Caver support is needed
until the grants cone in.

Wth the Texas Cave Raffl e
avai l able, and a drawing at Ad

Timers Reunion on Cct. 13, now
is the best time to wite that
check and receive raffle
tickets in exchange.
Al together, nore than $2,000
worth of prizes will be given
anay. It is not necessary to be

present at OTR for the draw ng

to win. If you are really
broke, look around and see if
there is sonmething you can
donate to the raffle. Anything

of value Wl be accepted. Mre
than noney, we need you! W
need you to assist in the Texas
cave protection and education
efforts. If you honestly don't
have the tinme to participate,
join TCVA so others can see
that you support the efforts to
make Texas caving better. Join
t he Texas Cave Revol uti on!

Send all donations to:

TCVA

P. O Box 310732
New Braunfel s, TX 78131
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TCVA WORK PRQJECT,
JULY 27-29
by M ke Walsh

Vé will have our Wirl pool Cave
work project the weekend of
July 27-29. Menbers and ot her
volunteers will be at the site
in Austin all weekend.

Doug Allen will manage the cave

cl eanup, M ke Warton wll do
work at the entrance, Peter
Strickland will put up the

fence and a
Ponebshek wi | |

gate and Carl
head t he surface

cleanup/restoration wor K.
Carolyn Biegert wll work on
| andscapi ng activities.

V¢ need soneone to head up
putting in a water |ine and
anot her person to help rebuild
the rock wall. Keith Heuss is
in charge of the  Wirl pool
si gn.

Cavers can arrive as early as

Friday. Refreshnents, including
sof t dri nks, and f ood,
i ncluding hanburgers, will be
pr ovi ded for wor ker s on
Sat ur day ni ght . The bi g
dedi cation will be at noon on
Sunday. Everyone is invited. As

can be expected in the Texas
sumer, it could be hot.

The cave and tract is |ocated
of f Mb-Pac, or Loop 1, in south
Austin, in the Wstern Gaks
area, off Convict H Il Road and
Mb-Pac. The tract is at that
intersection and is al so near
Convict HIIl and Islander. For

nore directions, please call
Doug Allen at (512) 476-9031 or
me at (512) 625-7229. You can
also call Terry Holsinger at
(512) 445- 7340.
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WHI RLPOOL CAVE PROJECT
by M ke Wal sh

The owner of Wirl pool Cave,
| ocat ed in Sout h Austi n,
Texas, has offered to give the
cave and 4.25 acres to the
Texas Cave Managenent
Associ ati on when the $1, 200 in
back taxes is paid. This
3,000-foot-1ong cave is a real
caver’s treat. It has nud,
crawl s, and even sone |arge
roons. Qut-of-town cavers nay
canp on the |land while caving
inthe Austin area. Two cave
managers will have keys to the
gate. Eli Gimmof Austinis
the Whirl pool Cave caretaker.
TCVA intends to protect and
manage the cave. Visitors
there should expect to be
i nside for one to six hours.

Texas Size Raffle

In order to pay the back taxes
and to have noney for future
t*Save the Caves™ projects,
we are hol ding the Great Texas
Cave Raffle. The kickoff was
at the Texas  Spel eol ogi cal
Associ ation convention and the
giant drawing wll be at the
Texas Ad Tinmers' Reunionin
Cctober. You do not have to be
present to wn. Prizes are
arriving alnost daily. If you
have itens to donate, let us
know as soon as possible. For
each $2 you donate, you wll
get one raffle ticket. If you
wish to join the TCMA, now is
t he best time.

TCMA Membership

Wth nenbership, you get the
TCVA Activities Newsletter,
di scount s on T-shirts,
pat ches, publications, etc.
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and tickets! The Associ ate
Menmbership is $10 a year, wth
five tickets awarded. For the

$25  paynent on Lifetime
Menbership, you wll get 13
tickets. Wth the full paynent
on t he $100 Lifetine

Menber shi p, you get 50 chances
to wn. Another advantage is
t hat you may t ake
contributions off your incone
taxes since the TCMA is an
of ficial | RS non- profit
or gani zat i on.

Grotto Support

If a grotto could raise as
much as $100 or nore, the
taxes could be paid and noney
would be available for the
Save the Caves activities.

One reason we need to build
the fund is that the TQVA wi | |
acquire nore caves. To help
notivate groups, the grotto or
i nt er nal organi zation that
rai ses the nost noney for the
Save the Caves Fund will get a
30- net er rope from Pigeon
Mount ai n | ndustri es.

Sone of the prizes currently
i nclude: a 6-volt rechargeable
Nite Lite caving light, a pair
of Petzl ascenders, a conplete
rack, a brass Justrite, a $150
NSA Water Treatnent wunit, a

pseudo  Sei ko watch, Davi d
Foster's **Nylon H ghway""
record and sever al
publ i cati ons, I ncl udi ng

**Mexican Caving, " the 1964
NSS Convention Quidebook to
t he caves of Texas, Cave
Carson com ¢ books, *‘*Caves of
Mexi co'™ and ot hers. Caver T-
shirts, drink holders, capts,
Texas and Mexi can flag
bandanas and nmuch nore will be
given away. W w |l have more
(See SAVE on Page 10)
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TCMA M NUTES
by Jay Jorden

The following are mnutes from
t he Texas Cave Managenent
Association neeting on My 6,
1990 at Bee's Canpground near
Concan, Texas.

Present: Cdaire Snider, Jack
Ral ph, Carl Ponebshek, M ke
Wal sh, Carolyn Biegert, Keith
Heuss, Ron Ral ph, Terry
Hol si nger, James Jasek, Dave

McClung, Jay Jorden, Joe |vy.

Call to order: 11:30 a.m, by
M ke Wal sh. He said that a vote
at the last TCVA neeting had
authorized the signing of a
deed for Wirlpool Cave in
Travis County. Upon research,
it has been found that 1989
t axes, anounting to  about
$1, 200, have not been paid. The
goal is +to acquire the cave
wi t hout spendi ng noney fromthe
treasury. Toward that end, a
Tennessee nenber has donated
$500. Janet Thorne, forner NSS
conservation chair, suggested
that TCVA ask for a $400
grant/loan. WAl sh has begun t he
TCVA t*Save the Caves' ’
program including a raffle at
ad Ti mers’ Reuni on. The
Wi r | pool owner, when | ast
cont act ed in California by
phone, said he would sign the
deed and send it to Texas.
(That apparently has been
done.) Paperwork has been set
in nmotion for a TCVA property
tax exenption in the future.
Wal sh envisioned a TCOVA work

project at Whirl pool once the
deed went through. (See related
article el sewhere in this
i ssue.) Walsh proposes TCVA
wite a check from available

funds for property acquisition,
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with r ei mbur sement | ater.
Several nenbers have guar ant eed
t he | oan.

Stewardship of the cave wll
i nvol ve a nei ghbor hood concept,
with residents helping on
security, etc. MKke Warton
continues to hel p secure better

drai nage around the entrance.
The Texas H ghway Departnent
has dunped dirt for
| andscapi ng. M/Walsh for TCMVA
to cut a check in partial
paynment for property
acqui si tion, s/Jack  Ral ph.
Approved unani nously.

WAl sh reported that the gate
install ed in a pr oj ect

organized by Mke Gimm had
been broken into in the past
several weeks, but that Wwarton
had qui ckly repaired t he
damage. His efforts to fix the
drai nage problemcontinue but
t he hi ghway departnent has done

wor k, also. Landscaping wl]l
i nvol ve grass planting where
the departnent bulldozed for
drai nage. Carolyn Biegert was
suggest ed as | andscapi ng
conmttee chair by Ralph. She
volunteered and was approved
after m/Walsh, s/Carl
Ponebshek. The owner, Col.

Beckett, wants the property to
be naned O ga Latta Park.
M/Walsh, s/Jay Jorden to adopt.
Vot e was unani nous. Wal sh urged
that Eli Gimm be official
caretaker, with WIIliam Russel

and Doug Allen as mnmanagers.
M/Walsh, s/Ralph, Ponebshek for

sane, whi ch carried
unani mousl y.
Jorden, chair of acquisitions

comrmittee, reported on work. It
was nentioned that guidelines
on acqui sition must be
devel oped. M/Walsh, s/Jorden on

(MAY MI NUTES, Page 10)
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TEXAS CAVE MANAGEMENT
ASSOCI ATI ON
M nut es

from M ke Wal sh

The following are mnutes from
the Texas Cave Managenent
Association neeting on March
8, 1990.

The neeting began at 7:30 p.m
in Austin, Texas. Jack Ral ph
arrived at 8 p. m to
constitute a quorum M ke

Gimm reported that he had
talked wth the owner of
Wi r| pool Cave, Col. Beckett,

who stated that he did not
want to pay property taxes to
the city for 1989 due to
nunmer ous donations to the city
of Austin.

Wal sh suggested that TCVA send
out requests for donations
fromcavers and others in an
attenpt to raise the taxes. He
al so suggested a donation from
a certain prospective donor
m ght be solicited for as much
as $5,000 to TQVA

It was reported that Ceorge
Veni of San Antonio had been
contacted by the owners of
Caver ns of Sonor a, a
conmercial cave, to resurvey
it.

Wal sh said that' Texas Parks

and WIldlife Departnment has
agreed to print the inside of

t he 1989 Nat i onal Cave
Managenent Synposi um
proceedi ngs. Arrangenents are
also being made for printing
covers for the proceedi ngs and
the Texas bat cave owners'

publ i cation t hat S in
pr epar at i on.

It was reported that the owner
of Rambie’s Cave m ght be
interested in working wth
TOVA A letter was al so sent
to the managenent of the Fair
Caks developnment in Bexar
County, Texas to determne if
there was interest in working
with the group of Fair Hole.

The first issue of a TCVA
newsl etter has been prepared
by Jay Jorden. He is working

to secure patches for t he

gr oup.
The nmanagenent of Natural
Bridge Caverns are donating

$300 to TQWA for the gating of
Wir zbach  Bat Cave in San
Ant oni o, and a honeowners'
associ ation was also hel ping
in the project. Janes Loftin
and Randy Waters were working

on possible designs. Car |
Ponebshek Wi ||l be in charge of
this fund and wll return any
di fference in the anmount

donat ed by homeowners.

Possi ble sources of TCVA
income were the bat cave
publ i cati on, t he Cave
Managenent Synposium a cave
nmanagenent gui de, ot her
gui debooks and pronoti ons,

including caps and T-shirts.
Rod Goke said he is cleaning
out his garage and will donate
goods for a garage sale.

Carl noved that a T-shirt and
patch be given to any nenber
who can bring in four new
recruits. Ral ph seconded and
t he noti on passed.

A meeting was scheduled for 2
p.m. March 21 at the Texas
Parks and Wldlife Building in
Austin with Mke Herring for

(MARCH MI NUTES, Page 10)
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TAVA ACTI VI TI ES H STORY
by M ke Walsh

Several people have expressed
interest in what the Texas Cave
Managenent Associ ati on has been
doing recently. Here is alist
of some of our activities for

t he past several years.
1986
* TOMA  was organi zed and

i ncor por at ed;

¥ Co-sponsored with the Gty of
Austin a Goat Cave conference;
* Devel oped a TCMA brochure;

* Built a 6- by 12-foot nobile
cave educati on di spl ay;

* Const ruct ed a box for
panphl et s;

* Constructed a rear-projection
sl i de display for conferences;
x* Exhibit at "~conference on

Edwards  Aqui fer north of
Col orado Ri ver;

Assisted in devel oprment of a
cave protection bill;

Si gned a Menor andum  of

Under standing wi th the American
Cave Conservati on Associ ati on;
* Devel oped and took the Caver

Conser vat i on- Cave Managenent
Opi ni on Pol | ;
* Devel oped a Texas’

significant cave rating system
1987

* Received a $350 grant for a
bat publication and guide to
devel opnment over karst areas;

* Becane a Nat i ona
Spel eol ogi cal Soci ety
Conser vancy;

Signed a contract with The
University of Texas to manage
9-9 Water Wl |l near Ozona;

Organi zed the Kickapoo Cave
State Park project. Wth help
from the Texas Spel eol ogica

TCMA
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Associ ati on, doubled the known

nunber of park caves;
1988

* A 40- by 40-foot tent frane

&as donated to TCMA;

O gani zed the Longhorn
Caver ns State Park cleanup
project. TSA workers renoved
tons of trash fromthe cave and
iinkhole;

TCMA listed in the Texas
Almanac as a cave infornmation
resour ce;

| nt er nal Revenue Service

nonprofit tax status granted;
1989

* Devel oped a proposed 40-page
cave managenent plan for the
Texas Par ks and Wildlife
;Iepartrrent;

Co- hosted t he
Cave Managenent

1989 Nat i onal
Synposi um wi t h

TPWD;
* Assuned managenent of
Wi r | pool Cave in Austin, Texas
and assisted in building a
gate;

TCMA Director Mke Warton
gat es bi ol ogi cally i nportant
Toot h Cave and ot hers;

1990
* Through efforts, the Texas
H ghway Departnent noved a
drai npi pe outflow away from
$hir|poo|;

Omner of Wirl pool offers to

donate the cave and 4.25 acres
of land to TCVA. Board votes to
gccept;

TCMA wi || assist a nenber in
installing four gates at her
Wir zbach Bat Cave in San
Ant oni o. $300 donat ed for
gaterials;

TCVA Wi || propose to TPWD an
access plan for the Devil's
(See ACTIVITIES, Page 10)
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(SAVE cont. from Page 5)

than $2,000in prizes. Bob and
Bob, Spel eobooks, Terry Rai nes
and others are sending prizes.

The big prize will be a first-
class trip for tw to the
ghost town of Real de Catorce,
San Luis Potosi, Mexico. This
will include transportation,
guide service, three nights'
notel, and all neals.

Pl ease send all donations and

TCMVA,
New

nmenber shi p requests to:
P. 0. Box 310732,
Braunfels., TX 78131.

2

( MAY MI NUTES from Page 6)

gui del i nes and details for
Save the Caves, " carried
unani nousl y. M/Walsh,

s/Ponebshek to have a Wirl pool
project in four.to six weeks.
Jorden reports first newsletter
i diztributed.
negoti ati ons
and Wldlife
Devil 's
for a cave

vas rrinted.

Walsh  di scusses

wi th Texas Parks

Depar t ment for
Si nkhol e, and pl ans
pr ocedur es nmanual . Trips
involving TCVA nenbers are
bei ng pl anned. A perm t
initially would be limted to
TCVA officers and directors.
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TPWD wants safety experts, bat

studies. Al so, TPAD has asked
TSA to submt a report on
openi ng Gorman Cave. Ron Ral ph
reported on damage to rock art
in a Texas cave where
archaeol ogical work is being
done. He suggests that TCVA
m ght hel p manage/gate the
cave. It was suggested that

TCVA could also act as |iaison
i n managemnent .

M/Ivy to adjourn.

(MARCH MI NUTES, from Page 7)
t he Texas Cave Task Force.
Herring wants to get machi nery
in notion to secure caver

access to the Devil's Si nkhol e
in South Texas. Di scussion

wi || include a trip to
research and prepare procedure
for safe access to the cave.

(ACTIVITIES from Page 8}

%inkhole;

TCVA starts the Geat Texas
Raffle to raise noney for the
Save the Caves Fund;

* TCVA in di scussion wth
sever al cave owner s f or
chuisitions;

TCMA and Texas cavers own

Whi r | pool Cave, our first!
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FORWARD AND RETURN POSTAGE GQUARANTEED

ADDRESS CORRECTI ON REQUESTED

TCVA Activities Newsletter

FI RST CLASS



