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TCVA M nut es

By Claire Snider
"The Texas Cave Managenent
Associ ation met on Aug. 28,
1990 at its Wirlpool Cave
property. Wile waiting for
arrivals, some directors
toured the property and vi ewed
the tract's gate, fence and
TCMA sign constructed during
t he Whirl pool project on July
28. Mre than 50 cavers
assi sted during the project.

The TCVA pl ans to hol d anot her

cleanup project later in the
year. The organization wl]l
also continue to work toward

devel oping the property as a
canpground for cavers.

Menber shi p now stands at nore
than 40. TCOVA directors at the
August neeting incl kuded Doug
Al'l en, Joe |Ivy, Carl Ponebshek
and M ke Wilsh. A quorumwas
present.

1. M/Allen to spend $50 for
fire ant control. The notion
passed. WlliamE liott and C
Biegert wll advise on the
best type of control.

2. In order to determne the
terns of the directors, lots
were drawn. Thi s was necessary

since the TCMA had dropped
fromnine to six directors.
The terns wil | expire
followng the dd Tiners
Reunion. MNomnations wll be

closed following Ad Tiners.

The terns of Mke Walsh and
Joe vy will expire this year

Q her directors and
expirations of their terns

1,
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are: Doug Allen, 1991; Jack
Ral ph, 1992; Jay Jorden, 1991;

and Carl Ponebshek, 1992.
3. Andr ew Sansom a
conservati oni st, has been

appoi nted as the head of Texas
Parks and Wl dlife Departnent.

The TCOVA  will r equest a
nmeeting with him to see if it
can get things noving.

4. Elliott provi ded

i nformati on on cave protection
activities in the Austin area.

On Aug. 20, interested persons
will neet and work on cave
protection.

5. Mke Wwarton gave a report
on Amazi ng Maze Cave, |ocated
near Fort Stockton. (See
separate trip report.) The
cave is owned by The

Uni versity of Texas Subsurface
Land Division. Mke was given
t he approval to | ook into TCVA

managemnent .

6. W have now rai sed $750 of
our $1,200 goal on the TCVA
raffle. Doug Allen is hol ding
the prizes. Menbers and others
are encour aged to bring
donations to Ad Tiners on
Cct.  12-14 near Wnberl ey at

t he Lone Man II Ranch. W need
nore prizes!

7. Warton suggested a TCMVA
display at dd Tinmers. Carolyn
Biegert will assist.

8. The next neeting will be at

add Tiners after the raffle.
Respectful ly subm tted,

d aire Snider
Secretary-Treasurer
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Amazi ng Maze Cave
fromstaff reports

(Editor’s Note: The follow ng
report appeared in The Bexar
Facts' Aug. 27, 1990 issue.)

As usual at this tinme of year,
trip reports are scarce
because the NSS Convention has
j ust happened, tenperatures
are hot, and school s about
to start. However, one trip
recently occurred during the
weekend of Aug. 12, 1990 to
t he Amazi ng Maze Cave that is
wort h nment i oni ng, si nce
efforts wer e made to
t horoughly survey this cave
and to determne its ful

length. The trip |eader was

M ke warton (UT Qotto). In
addition to M ke, those naking
the trip i ncluded G ndy
Warton, 3 en Schni der, Charl ey
Savvas, Don dasco, Kevin
Jacobs, and Mark Cox.
Acconpl i shnent s

Five days were spent in

surveying the Anmazing Maze
Cave, which i's in Pecos
County. At the peak of the
weekend, three teans surveyed
for two days. The naj or
acconpl i shnent of the trip was
conmpleting the survey of the
out er peri net er and
referencing it to the main
line of the cave. Wrk is
presently being acconplished
in conpleting the survey of
passages within the perineter.

In addition to the najor
acconpl i shnent above, there is

a potential for two nore
entrances whi ch wer e
previously wunknown. Two good

| eads were found in the upper
l evel . (Overall, the cave has
three levels.) These upper-
|l evel leads nmay continue in
the main ridge and connect
with other portions of the
cave.

As a result of t hese
acconpl i shnents, the cave has
been extended in length to
5,338 neters (17,513 feet) and
is presently ranked as the
fifth-1ongest cave in the
state. The deepest point in
the cave is only 50 feet (15.2
neters). The volune of the
cave, however, is evidenced by
the winds at the entrance,
whi ch have been clocked at 15
nph. | ndian Creek (Uval de) and
Caverns of Sonora are |onger
than the Amazing Maze by 500
feet (152 neters) and 2,500
f eet (762 neters),
respectively. Mke estimates
that at least 7,000 to 10, 000
feet (2.1-3 kn) remains to be

surveyed. As addi t i onal
passage is surveyed, it is
hoped that the length of the

cave will rival Powell's Cave.
It is possi bl e that t he
Anmazi ng Maze Cave could
eventual | y becone the third or
second | ongest cave in Texas.

Anot her acconplishment of the
trip was the discovery of a
new bi ol ogi cal cave species. A
whipless Whiptail Scor pi on was
found! This insect was highly
adapted to cave life. So far,
over 90 beetles have been
found in the cave.

An  additional find was a
m neral specinen that could be
magnesi t e. Presently, t he
specinen is being analyzed,
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and if indeed it proves to be
magnesite, this wll be the
first time that this mneral

has been found in a cave.

Austi n Cave Protection
by M ke Wal sh
The Austin, Texas area cave

protection neeting was held on
Aug. 20, 1990. The purpose of

the neeting was to discuss
|l ong-term protection of the
Austin area caves.

Those pr esent i ncl uded:
WIIliam Russel |, WIliam
Elliott, MKke Warton, GCeorge
Veni, M ke Wal sh, Jack Ral ph,

Keith Heuss, ddaire Snider,
Corol yn Bi egert, Rod Goke and

several others.

Owner shi p

The Texas System of Natural
Laboratories now owns Tooth
Cave and sever al ot her
significant biological sites.
Those at the neeting did not
feel that they should direct
addi ti onal caves toward this
group. Also, it is felt that
The Nature Conservancy wl|
not be interested in acquiring
addi tional caves in Texas, nho
matter how significant. But

since they are acquiring caves
in other states, we should not
give up on them Once they own
a cave, caver visitation is
usually greatly reduced. W
should be aware  of this
possi bl e problem so that
cavers do not create a Texas
Trout Cave situation

it
TQVA

After
agr eed

was
S

di scussi on,
t hat t he

1,
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probably the best candidate
avai |l able when new ownership
is needed. Support in this
effort was offered by those
present .

On a practical level, the TCVA
does not have the noney
necessary for | arge scale

ur ban cave ownershi p. The TCVA
nmust secure at |east $5,000 to

$10,000 if it is to nake a
signi ficant inpact.

Until funds are raised, the
TCMA should make its cave
managenment services avail abl e
to those needing them It was
pointed out that there are
many changes comng up and it

mght be best to wait before
getting too invol ved.

the Austin Watershed
Ordi nance wll save sone
caves. The U S Fish and
Wildlife Service nmay save sone
of t hose with  endangerd
speci es. There may be
managenent possibilities for
cavers and the TCQVA

W feel

that sone

will not

It was nentioned
significant caves
fall into one of the two
pr ot ect ed gr oups. Per haps
t hese should be the priorities
for TCVA owner shi p.

The fire ant probl em was
di scussed in great detail. It
may be that the fire ants nay
destroy much of the cave life
near the entrance. W should
check out wi despread, cave
related, fire ant control

The
nay
significant Austin

next two to three years
determ ne whet her t he
area caves
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will be destroyed. The best
hope for success will be for
the cavers to comunicate with
each other and to devel op and
put into place effective cave
managenent pl ans.

TCNVA Property
by M ke Wl sh

The following is an inventory
of current property, real and
personal, owned by the Texas
Cave Managenent Associ ati on,
as of Septenber 1990:

_About 4.25 acres, located in
Sout h Austi n, I ncl udi ng

Wi rl pool Cave and a cave
gate, boundary fence and gat e,
TCMA sign, etc.;

—One picnic table;
_About 300 feet of water hose;

_One wheel barrow and assorted
garden tool s;

_One  40- by
frame;

15-f oot tent

—One 12- by 6-foot
di spl ay and
mat eri al s;

nmobi | e
i nstructi onal

_One rear-projection slide
di spl ay unit;

Activities Newsletter

—One slide projector;

—Two Realistic brand anplifier
speakers;

—One Sony cassette pl ayer

—ne Real i stic br and
m cr ophone;

—One panphl et di splay box;

_25 caver caps, at $5 each;

_20 TCVA Texas T-shirts, at $7
each;

~30 Karstlands posters, at $4;

_100 Villa Garcia posters, at
$1;
_25 assorted posters, at $3;

_50 cave nanagenent synposium
gui debooks, at $3;

_15 Texas Parks and Wldlife
Depart nent cave nmanagenent

publications, at $4 each;

—200 copies of My Mormy Was a
Caver, at $2 each; and

—25 original artwork docunents
from My Mommy Was a Caver, at
$20 each.
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